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& Co, who said no warning was 
needed because the homes had 
been deserted for some time. 

Council leader Tony Ball 
said: “Although this is not the 
beginning of a forced eviction, 
it is important residents and 
travellers realise this is the 
start of returning the sites of 
Hovefields and Dale Farm back 
to their green belt status. 

“We did not have to serve the 
28-day notices for the empty 
plots which were demolished, 
as the notices are to warn peo- 
ple they are at risk of becom- 
ing homeless. 

“But there was no one on 
these sites." 

The clearance is the first 
sign the council’s lengthy nego- 
tiations with travellers have 
led to some families choosing 
to move off without being 
forced. 

He added: “The council has 
worked closely with the trav- 
ellers at Hovefields to achieve a 


COUNCIL bosses showed 
they mean business in their 
battle against illegally 
camped travellers by demol- 
ishing half of a controver- 
sial camp. 

Yesterday, as the Echo 
revealed council leader Tbny 
Ball’s promise to step down if 
90-odd traveller families were 
not ousted, bailiffs were sent in 
to crush six plots at the site in 
Hovefields Drive, Wickford. 

The operation could last up 
to four days, and involves 
smashing up empty buildings 
and hardstandings. and then 
mounding earth up around the 
pitches to prevent them becom- 
ing reoccupied. 

Shocked families, living on 
the eight remaining pitches, 
criueised the council for start- 
ing clearance without warn- 
ing. They claimed some of the 
bulldozed plots were still occu- 
pied. and the owners were just 
away for the summer. 

This was disputed by the 
council and bailiffs. Constant 


peaceful settlement to the cur- 
rent situation. 

“As a result of this work, 
three plots have now been 
vacated on land north of 
Hovefields Drive, and a further 
four have been vacated at Five 
Acre Farm. Some people 
moved off of their own accord. 
Other plots had been empty for 
some time.” 

A small number of police 
were on the site with other offi- 
cers on standby in case of trou- 
ble, while a private security 
firm also oversaw the work. 

At the time of going to press, 
Mr Ball said there had been no 
arrests. 


Pictures: RON POULTER BA32927 i 


■ Action - the bulldozers move in 


(£30 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT) 


LIMITED OFFER 


There’s never a dull moment In Blackpool thanks to its opulent arcades 
traditional trams, world-famous illuminations and trio of piers 

We’ll stay at the town’s comfortable Hackett York House 

Hotel, with its en suite rooms and seafront location. J ^ , 

Our included excursion is a journey on the Settle to Carlisle \ 
Railway The line stretches 72 miles through the glorious ^ 4 
Yorkshire Dales, caking passengers across the famous ^ g c 

Ribblehead Viaduct and past the lush pastures ol the Eden 
Valley towards Carlisle. 


Return coach travel 

3 nights dinner, bed 
and breakfast 

1 FREE excursion 

Rail fare 

Pick up from 


ALL HOLIDAYS ARE 


RAYLEIGH , 
BASILDON 


Call 01242 261666 

t heCOACH HOLIDAY.com 


It is important 
W travellers 
realise this is 
the start of 
returning the sites 
to green belt status 
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Pale Court • Cheltenham • G?os • GL50 4DY 


■ Clean-up operation - one of the trucks brought in to take the debris away 


An mals are treated better 


Checkatrade.com 
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ter.” Mrs Taylor, who lost her 
father, husband Jess, and sis- 
ter-in law earlier this year, 
seemed resigned to defeat. 

She added: “I think eventu- 
ally we will all be moved out 
with nowhere to go.” 

watch . — . ech ° 
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VIDEO ^ 5S? 


because she was still living 
there. She told the Echo: 
“They were supposed to give 
us 28 days’ notice, but my 
yard was marked to be dug 
up. 

“After Mr Puxon got 
involved, they sent a message 
to the bailiffs not to touch my 
plot. It’s devastation for the 
other people. “The council 
haven’t given us anywhere to 
bo. Animals get treated bet- 


A WOMAN on the site 
claimed travellers were treat- 
ed worse than animals. 

Sylvia Taylor, 62, who has 
lived at the unauthorised site 
for eight years, learnt her 
pitch, called Merryfield, 
was due for demolition yes- 
terday. 

However, with the help of 
campaigner Grattan Puxon 
and a solicitor, she convinced 
the council not to do it 


HACKETTS YORK HOTEL 

BLACKPOOL AND 
THE SETTLE TO CARLISLE 
RAILWAY 


Frl 13th August 
to Mon 16th August 


PER PERSON 


Cl- -oso ii or m |00s of door 
colours & stylos \ i-_ - : . 


JUST CHANGE THE DOORS 


• SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT 

- Worktops... find your perfect style 

- Appliances. Sinks &Taps... choose your Me 

- 50% Deposit... balance on completion 

- Doors ... 1 00s of designs available 

- Additional Units... if required 

From replacement doors to new kitchens. 

All doors, drawees rind units are made to measure 


Lot us take care ol everything 
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DREAM DOORS 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


Visit our showroom today 1 74 1 London Road, Leigh On Sea. Essex, SS9 2SW 

Call today for a FREE non-obligation quote 01702 713 533 

web : www.dreamdoorskd.co.uk 

Offct not available in coniuncUon with any other adverused offer 











